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P.O. Box 48
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Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts
Area 1 Meeting Minutes
Powder River Conservation District-Kaycee, WY
September 22, 2023
	Present: Campbell County Conservation District 
Cheyenne Love
Brandon Price

Clear Creek Conservation District 
Amanda Hulet
Ryan Fieldgrove

Powder River Conservation District 
Anita Bartlett 

Kevin Lund 

Sheridan County Conservation District 
Carrie Rogaczewski 

Jackie Turner

Edith Heyward

Emerson Scott
Jessica Western

	Weston County Natural Resource District 
Caleb Carter

Erin Darlington-Whitcher
David Tysdal

Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts 
Holly Kennedy
Tristan Rice
Wyoming Department of Agriculture 
Justin Caudill, Ag Program Coordinator
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Jackie Byam-State Conservationist
Allison McKenzie-Johnson County 

Tim Kellogg-Campbell County 

Paul Eitel-Weston County 

Andrew Cassiday-Sheridan County




Kevin Lund, Area I Director, called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. Anita Bartlett, District Manager for the Powder River Conservation District welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions followed. 

 EWP Project Field Tour: Anita Bartlett, PRCD and Allison McKenzie, District Conservationist for Johnson County discussed the Middle Fork of Powder River Diversion/Streambank Stabilization EWP projects with the group. However, due to the weather they were not able to take a tour of the projects. Instead they took them on a short tour of a past EWP project within the Town of Kaycee that highlighted many of the same practices. 
NRCS Updates

Jackie Byam, State Conservationist introduced herself as she was new to WY NRCS. She provided updates on the current status of NRCS programs and discussed the priorities of the NRCS. The priorities include: Diversity/Equity, Urban, Climate, People (diverse/well trained workforce), and Partnerships.
WDA Updates
Justin Caudill, Ag Program Coordinator, provided updates on current program status for the Water Quality Grants and the Range Health Assessment Grants. As well, he discussed the trainings to meet the requirements for House Bill 60. 
Business Meeting

Ryan Fieldgrove called the WACD Business Meeting to order at 10:56 am and requested a roll call of voting delegates from each district:

· Campbell County Conservation District: Brandon Price
· Clear Creek Conservation District: Ryan Fieldgrove

· Crook County Natural Resource District: Not Present
· Powder River Conservation District: Kevin Lund

· Sheridan County Conservation District: Emerson Scott

· Weston County Natural Resource District: David Tysdal

Review and approval of 2022 minutes: 
Brandon Price (Campbell County CD) moved to approve the minutes of the 2022 Area I Meeting as written. Seconded by David Tysdal (Weston County NRD). Motion carried. 

President’s Report: Vice President Ryan Fieldgrove

Vice-President Ryan Fieldgrove gave a brief report on behalf of President Todd Heward. He introduced the new WACD employees: Executive Director Holly Kennedy, Administrative Assistant Sydney Baker, and Watershed Coordinator Triston Rice. Ryan also touched on issues the Association had been working on but left the details for Holly to give in her report.
WACD Update: Holly Kennedy & Triston Rice
Holly Kennedy & Triston Rice introduced themselves and gave their report which touched on the 5 NRCS agreements, Watershed Progress Report, SuiteWater Updates, Water Quality Training, Annual Meeting, and the Foundation raffle and auction.
Legislative update

Holly Kenndey updated members on Sage Grouse issues, Public Lands Health Rule, WOTUS, BLM grazing regulations, the upcoming 5 year review of 23 Threatened & Endangered species, Drinking water regulations, NEPA regulations, and the USFWS petition to list the Pinion Jay.
Elections-Kevin Lund Area I Director
Kevin Lund called for nomination for the Area I Director position currently held by Ryan Fieldgrove – Emmerson Scott (Sheridan County CD) nominated Ryan Fieldgrove. David Tysdal (Weston County NRD) moved to cease nominations and cast a unanimous ballot. Brandon Price (Campbell County CD) seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
Resolutions
Ryan Fieldgrove moved to accept the proposed resolution submitted by Weston County NRD a Resolution to Support Wyoming NRCS Creative Hiring Processes, Brandon Price (Campell County CD) seconded the motion. Emmerson Scott (Sheridan County CD) requested to strike or change lines 21/22 of the Resolution. After much discussion those lines were changed to read: WHEREAS the landowners’ trust and confidence in Wyoming NRCS has decreased is a concern due to the lack of capacity to get projects completed. David Tysdal (Weston County NRD) moved to amendment the motion to accept the resolution with the requested change. Emmerson Scott Second. The amendment to the motion passed. The group then voted on the main motion. Motion Carried. 
Announcements

State Convention will be held November 15-17, 2023 in Dubois, WY
2024 Area 1 meeting: to be hosted by Crook County NRCD
Emmerson Scott (Sheridan County CD) moved with David Tysdal (Weston County NRD) seconding to adjourn the meeting. Motion Carried at 12:33 pm. 

